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I* Importance of the study * Although our constitution ha* 
abolished untouchability, a discrepancy is occasionally 
observed between the law and practices* This raises a 
question about the actual attitudes of people towards 
abolition of untouchability* Since a change in attitude 
may occur due to the influence of education! it la worth¬ 
while to study the range of attitude of educated people 
towards this issue* It is believed that an appropriate 
study of the problem may be useful for the emotional in¬ 
tegration and unity In cur country* It sty also help 
social workers! public administrators and the national 
leaders# 

the structure of Hindu Society is founded on a closed 
hierarchical order with no vertical mobility* A person*s 
status continues to be assigned more or less with his birth* 
caste or occupation* One tc these rating levels* diserinina* 
tlons in social lift continue to persist for keeping the so- 
called lower persons in their places# In view of these 
traditional practices about untouchability, the importance 
of the present study can hardly be danied for the happy 
Interpersonal relations among the people of our country* 

8* Belated studies i Considerable research is found in caste 
problems* which throw light on untouchability as a side 
Issue* Basically, castelsm and untouchability are two 
separate problems* It will be 'difficult tc abolish; the 
social classification In any society* it Is 





to abolish untouchabiXity by bringing about a change In the 
attitude* of people# 

The few etudlee about the observance of untouchability 
as experienced by Her1Jans ere mentioned below» 
a. Or* P*5. PrabhUf while eliciting Information on caste 
Inter-relationships, found*that about half of the 
individuals had objection to inter-caste marriages# 
about 70# were ready to dine with persona of lower 
castes at their housesf and about 73% willing to invite 
them for dining to their houses* This was a limited 
investigation* 

b« On the Government level# a recent study team found! 
that 56*7# of the Harljene experienced discrimination 
in public life# 36*# showed hesitation in public 
places due to resentment of the Caste-Hindns# and 
3t«# would not visit such places due to their 
economic dependence on Caste-Htn&us* Another investi¬ 
gation in u*P* revealed 36*# of the Harijans were 
not allowed to use drinking water from public wells# 
while stated that the access to educational 
institutions was denied to them* These studies were 
based m a questionnaire to HeriJans* 




So far as it 1* learnt* probably, vary few studies 
have been done in India on the psyohologioal aspeet of 
the problem at oompared to the many studies m *Oraup 
Projudloea* between the Whites and the negroes or the 
Christians and the Jews* la the United States# 
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Pttfgw of the study * *UntouehabiUty* refer* to our deep 
seated prejudices reflected in avoiding certain sections of 
people for fear of tactile pollution! attitude towards abolition 
Of untouehability Implies eradication of undesirable prejudices 
by the so-called upper«*caste people against the scheduled caste 
people# 

The present study aims to investigate the attitudes of a 
chosen group of educated people by means of an attitude inventory* 
The first part of this study purports* 

1* to construct an attitude scale* 

2* to choose a sample which will represent students and teachers 
of certain colleges of Mathura 

3* to investigate the attitudes of person# classified fy education 
level* sex* caste* travel* and the previous and present 
residence 

4# to investigate the effect of education and occupation of 
the parents on the attitudes of their children 
5, to compare the attitudes of teachers and students* 

The second part of the study purports to investigate the 
effect of films foisting to untouchability on a group of students 
belonging to a Higher Secondary School of Delhi* 

Delimitation * Within the time and the resources available for 
this pilot study* it was planned to choose a random sample of 
900 students and 100 teachers fra the Intermediate and Degree 
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college 0 of Mathura* a raltglcus plaeat especially because 
tmtottobabiltty also wMi» to be practised aa an ancient 
relegious custom, $he plan of an -Untmxchability Attitude 
Inventory* Hat made to include to it tvo alternate forma of 
the scale* a aelf*rating technique and a fw ©pem-ended 
cfueatlon*. . 
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JU Oonrtwtlon of tha Ktwareh laal - An Attltuda lOTtntory i 
1* Offolaa .oeUcotioai Initially, 380 opinion etatemants 
reflecting various shades and degrees of untouchability 
were collected from different persons and frost relevant 
literature* these statements were given to several persons 
with a request to offer their omenta ae regards their 
appropriateness for use in an attitude seals* 

later on, the statements vers closely examined from 
different aspects to eliminate undesirable statements if 
any* Some statements mere eliminated because they were dup¬ 
licate in contents! they were double-barrelled having 
ambiguous meanings! they mere indicating mere feet a vhloh 
did not express one's attitude in either direction* Last 
but net laastf those statements were else rejected which 
were either confusing or irrelevant* 

After this elimination! the statements were classified 
late ten somewhat ever-lapping categories I eastelsm religion f 
equality t permissible contacts f cleanliness, segregation, 
humanitarianism, law, democracy and social welfare* Shis 
classified list was examined for severing the various degrees 
of favourableness or unfavourableness equally along the 
attitude continuum* Whereupon, certain positions on the 
continuum were observed without any statement! consequently 
a few mere statements were prepared to represent these 
petitions* 4s far as possible* simple, directs and clear 



language vaa used la the statement#* Thus* only ISO statements 
ware ultimately retained and cyclostyle!* 

2 . the criteria for sorting * 2© ascertain objectively the posi* 
tloa* along the attitude continuum* these statements ’were 
to he sorted into 9 piles according to the degree of 
favourableness or unfavourableness towards abolition of 
untouehabllity* The pile coded as *1* represented moat 
unfavourable statements! the pile coded as *& represented 
most favourable statements* Other statements had their 
positions in between these two extremes* Aether a sorter 
agreed with a statement or not* had nothing to do with the 
position he assigned that statement on the scale* This was 
the main criterion of sorting* A two step procedure* Of 
sorting was decided to suit the psychological convenience 
of tiie sorter* According to this* the statements wert first 
to be sorted into three piles* vis** favourable* unfavourable 
and neutral* When, each pile was again to be sorted -Mb 
throe sub«eategories* These piles were represented by label*"" 
with code numbers X to 9* The at labels wore fastened to the 
appropriate pile by mean* of rubber bands* In the end* the 
sorter was required to give his name and address on the slip 
provided* These criteria for sorting were eyclestyled* were 
to be followed by each sorter* 





3* Sorting by judge A set of these cut-slip statements* labels* 
slip, ,directions, and 9 rubber bands were all enclosed in 
an onevelop and vers given to a panel of 80 judges who had 
agreed to sort these statements* These persons were staff- 
members of the N«X*S| t Delhi or students of M*Bd* and 
Research Methodology* Within a week, more than half the 
judges reponded, and in tern days 1 time* 5? judges* responded* 

A preliminary review of the sorted statements revealed that 
two had sorted in reverse order, one had sorted into 8 piles, 
and four had sorted more than 38 statements in one of the piles* 
These seven sortings were not used* Thus, the sorting of 88* 
judges was taken into consideration for further treatment* 

4* Determination of scale values and Q-valu.es * The sorted 
statements were Coded An accordance with label number from 
1 to 3 for calculating frequencies and cumulative frequencies 
of each statement in a pile* Then, the median and the 
interquartile range were computed for each statement* the 
former representing scale value and the latter the Q-value* 

A scale value indicates the statistical position along the 
attitude continuum while a Q-value indicates the degree 
of agreement among the judges for « statement* 

s* MasiiaLsL lam i *«* 

for two forms of the scale were selected on the basis of 
seals values and Q-valuas* The scale values helped in 
determining equal-appearing intervals (as shown in fig* 1) 

nsrot 

♦ D«0» Probe, "Method* of Measuring Attitudes", 

1933-29-315. 
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along the scale continuum* while the Q-valuea put check on 
the ambiguity criterion# She statements with Rvalues more 
than 3 were outright rejects* assuming as ambiguous* The 
briefer statement was selected in ease of two or more state* 
meats with same Rvalues* Thus* &4 statements* 37 for each 
form of the scale* mere selected as shown m page 3 and 4 
of Appendix - A and 3# In the final forms* these statements 
were randomly presented in the research tod* Thus* the two 
forms of the scale mere finally constructed* 

6* Patouohabllity Attitude Inventory » The Research jogU The 
tool of research contained personal data on the front page* 
self-rating and questions on the second page* and the two 

forms of scales respectively on the third and the fourth page* 

* 

(See Appendix - A)* The personal data sheet was designed 
to elicit anonymous informations about education* occupation* 
sex* caste* previous and present residence* travel* family 
system* and education and occupation of the parent* A self¬ 
rating technique was inserted to check the final scores* The 
questions were included to ascertain the beliefs through the 
advantages and/or disadvantages of retaining and/or abolish¬ 
ing untouehability# Three sore questions were added to study 
the active participation* the propriety* and the indifference 
of the respendents for the abolition of untouchabUlty* Fol¬ 
lowing certain Hindi words of the statements* the syaeayi m* 

Kngiish words of familiar type were given in brackets# 

. . * * 

’sskii . * 







thus, 800 copies of ’•Untcuohsbillty Attitude Inventory 1 * 
were edited in Hindi script* For eaergenoy y 80 copies of 
its English version (See Appendix - B) were also eyelostyled 
for English knowing people* this research tool was also 
appropriate for investigating the effect of films relating 
to untouchability# Thus, the tool was finally ready for 
conducting the study* 

1* Selection of the Subjects» for the first part of the 

study, the subjects were chosen from teachers and students 
of Mathura in the following manner* Two Intermediates 
Colleges for boys were randomly selected out of four* One 
Intermediate College for girls wee randomly selected out of 
two* Besides both the Degree Colleges were deliberately 
selected to equalise the number of female students* Similarly* 
the other Intermediate College for girls was chosen for com* 
pansatlng the shortage of female teachers* (See Tables 1)* 

StiUUt&bS 

- The Intermediate and Post-graduate were randomly ehesem frost 
the Attendance Registers* The female Post-graduate 
students were chosen in total due to their limited number# 

For the rural treat an Intermediate college for boys was 
selected* This college was situated in Bays, seven miles 
away from Mathura* 

C* Collection of the Pata i The data-coUection scheme was 
chalked out in advance through communication and contacts 
with the heads of the institutions* ■ Practically no dif- , 
fAcuity was experienced in gathering the data from student 
groups# Boweveri the data fsen teachers could not be - 

leaded in groups for reasons of’ their busy periods* only-: - 4 
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SB teaehors could bo given the test personally within the 
short tine* For the rest* the blank inventory-sheets were 
left with the principals* fhe response from 30 teachers 
were later on received leaving behind 28$ of non-response* 


tablet 1 Suaber of Students and teacher # 


Ham** of ' ''H.' ^ mbar of Students. r . r J r Humber of feaflihers 

Institutions TOE3F" ^spoade^^Hetums tfcotal k Responded ^Returns 1 
•Enrol* 1 ’utlli* •on the* *atilised 

•led * *zed *Steff * * 

« i tit i 


K*R» Degree 

College* 

Mathura 

116 

73 

64* 

30 

u 

6 

K*R* Training 

College* 

Mathura 

19 

19* 

16 

7 

6 

6 

K#R# Inter 

College* 

Mathura 

136 

42 

26 

90 

IS 

7 

C*A. Inter 

College* 

Mathura 

300 

29 

14 

63 

16 

6 

C«D«K* Inter 
(Girls) Col* 
lege* Mathura 

98 

69 

40 

23 

12 

10 

R«K* Inter 
College* Raya 

98 

87 

40 

40 

30 

2S 

K*R# inter 
(Girls) col* 
lege* Mathura 

** 

* 

«* 

48 

16 

IS 

Govt*S*8* Echo* 66 

26 

28 

* 

( ♦ 

** 

ol« Delhi* 
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* Out of these students M were females* 

* these students were all females*. 

Excess data not utilised ware discarded randomly* 


• ■ , \ 
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In this manner* the data from the colleges of Mathura 
(Including Raya) vena gathered without much difficulty* 




The Attitude Seals 




i Novt to evaluate the reliability 
of the measurements) the reliability coefficients were computed 
by two different methods* The data of the film*testing were 
excluded la these computations# The items of the scale were 


first arranged in successive order of their scale values# 

And than* they were divided In two half tests* called "split 
halves"* The correlation coefficient between the two was 


computed by Product-moment method* Thus* reliability of the 
test by split half method was found to be 0#T0* after correction 


by the $pea*man*»rawn Prophecy Formula# 

The second method of computing reliability was through 
correlating the scores on the alternate frame (as shown cm 


page 3 and 4 of Appendix A) of the scale* It was found to 
be 0*88 between the two forms Ci«e«* 0.68 of the while test 
after applying 6pearaan*Broim Prophecy Formula)# Apart 
from this* the reliability of teachers alone was found to 
be 0*88* as compared to 0*88 of the teachers and the students ; 
both combined* relatively lower reliability of the scale 
raised doubts and hence a few checks were applied to in* 


vedtigate the issue* 

To ascertain the reliability of the Judges* sorting* 10 
persons were requested to rate the seal* items as favourable* 
unfavourable or neutral to eMitietr to untouchability* 

' 'j * v 1 

These rating* were observed to be highly ecrrelat^r w$|g:^ j 
scale values of the items that were meet favour#* #nee|, v ; 



unfavourable (See Sable: 2), 
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Over 70# of the persons rated 19 Items as unfavourable (®)§ 
17 items as favourable (P)* and 6 item# as neutral (»)* 


Xt was revealed that reliability for teacher group 
was higher than for teaeher and students both combined* 
Hence for determining intssrihdlvlduai reliability among 
studentSf HO eases of’ students wore'' randomly 
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their endorsements were cheeked on 10 selected items * 5 
strongly favourable and 9 strongly unfavourable according 
to scale values# This was done to investigate the 
consistency in response^these items (See Table 3)* Of 
the 30 student«f only 13 were found to be consistent In 
endorsing either favourable me unfavourable items* 


Table 3 Consistency in Endorsement* 


random cases o 


wm 


m 


Favourable statements 



Persons Sheen in brackets are consistent In endorsing 
either favourable or unfavourable statements* 

«»#*««*» 

The rural students were highly enconslstnet ehile urban 
students (postgraduates) wsre highly consistent In their 


endorsements* 



This suggests that th« concept of attitude It probably 


not a unified one* Despite the assumption of unldlmsnsion- 

* ' ! y 
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religions custom of untouohability stressed by the rural poo* 
pie, Apart from this, low reliability may also be attributed 
to the highly homogenious perceptions and values of educated 
people as compared to a group greatly diverse in nature* 

»* Validity ..of. J:he. Scale » It Is difficult to determine validity 
of a scale in absolute sense due to the difficulty of deter* 
mining an appropriate criterion of validity. The self-ratings 
and the tree-responses however throw some light on the issue 
of untouohability* Again a person’s verbally expressed 
attitudes are not the same as his actions and this study 
does not show what the relation is between verbal statement 
and action* 


Analysis and Interpretation of the 
‘lala, ^'rom iatlSure* 

ftft&M *h« ***** pc** *his study 

relates to the subjects of certain colleges of Mathura 


(dee Table 1)* The data were tabulated in categories 
according to education, sex* caste, area, travel, previous 
residence, education of the parent and occupation of the 


parent* The eases referring to the' family system, age, and 
immigrants to tl*P# art very few, therefore no further treat¬ 


ment of such data is considered worthwhile*, For appropriate 


matching, ecual number of cases are kept in the categories 
of student and teacher (as shewn in Fig* 8) with respect to 


education, sex, and area esnoeraed# This is dene by random 

,' *■<* 

elimination of the excess and/or incomplete data* The : -■ 
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B* Criteria for the Analysis and Interpretation : Hie following 

criteria were determined for the analysis and interpretation 

of the datai - 

of 

1* Hie findings are expressed in terms "favourable* 

"unfavourable* j or "neutral* attitude towards abolition 
of untouchabillty# The term "favourable* is to be 
hereafter understood as meaning a desire to do away 
with the praatloedjmtouohability# 

3* In every oase f homogeneity of variances was tested 
by t test (in case of two groups)* dr F max test (in 
case of more than two groups) before drawing any con** 
elusion regarding attitude* , 

3, Wherever« the variances were found to be significantly 
different <i*e# unequal)* the X 8 -test and/or idle 
modified* *t f test were spilled in place of usual 


4 * 




»t» test** 

For applying the X a **tssif the respondents were 
classified in two oats goriest those with scores 
"above 3*5" and those with scores "not above 3*3" 
on the 9 point scale* the rependents with scores 
"above 8#5" were assumed to have a favourable attitude 
towards abolition of untouchability* 
the difference between the "usual *t * test" and the 


"modified 't* test* is in the de&etaiat^ff which is 



in the case of fonaef.Sad^ 


* Helen ft* Walker and Joseph U 
Hew fork* Belt Mahartlpd w 
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In the case of latter* 

6* Unless otherwise Indicated the 0.0$ level of signi¬ 
ficance was employed* If a result le termed "significant*, 
it ie "significant at 0*08 level** 

7* Unless otherwise Indicated a computed value significant • 
at 0.05 level hae teen indicated by cine asterisk and a 
value significant at 0*01 level by two asterisks* 

C* Analysis and Interpretation of the data * She whole study Is 
divided in two parts* to the place of data collection in 

*' - t '»,i 

t»> pMt*»««tagvjtt d »% jvanegBjpae *• oth#r * 

data from Delhi* 5 :«. i 

Pats Qathered From Mathura 


1* Educated people as a Whole* The educated people of Mathura 
seemed to be highly homogeneous in their perceptions and 
social values* in as much as* out of 878 persons* 170 showed 

t 

favourable (i*e« above $*$ on the 9 point scale) 91 showed 
neutral {between 4*8 and 8*$)* and 14 showed unfavourable 
(below 4*8) attitude (See Pig* 3)* On the 9 point seale, 
the highest score was 7*68 and the lowest score was 8*43* 
Whereas* the self-ratings showed 180 persons is favour of 
complete abolition* 80 parsons in favour of complete 
and 8 persons as indifferent* »b> vest repressed them¬ 
selves at various positions in between these extremes* 

. Jr 

(See fig* 4)* Again the free-reeponses revealed that eht 
of 81® persons (who thought it proper to abolish jm v 

.. r 1 - *. j^sS' r0 7 ‘ 

lity)* 86 desired to, take aetivwpspt in abelitionj|r Xb$i\ ■ 
remaining 47 persons showed #• 
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Figure-5 

Percent of Persons, classified according 

to responses. 
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issue, She remaining IS persons Sid net endorse at all* * 
(See Fig* 53* 

2$ -Intermediate and Postgraduate Students (Prban )i She urban 
students of Intermediate and Postgraduate alas see were 
compared irrespective of the sex characteristic, since the 
sex groups do not apparently differ in their mean scores 
(See Table 4)* The computed value of *t f {* 8*34**) revealed 
that the postgraduate group is more favourable than that of 
the intermediate gregp* This is supported by the fact that 

Table 4 Kean and Variance of Urban 
'stu^i;« r aiy 1 i ^aiS5^ 


1- *.".. "i ..1. " "f ‘ i -i-ft? 


Category of * Bex * KUmbar 'Mean * Variance 'test for'test for 

Respondents * * 'Scores' *variea- * mem* 

' t 1,1 Wa t 


fete 


~~or 


2* 9** 


Intermediate'Female 

40 

8*82 

0*1548 


Students Total+ 

30 

5*64 

0,3015 



"~*Wale 

Postgraduate f emale 
Students Total* 

40 

40 

80 

5* SO 
8,81 
5*88 

0*0448 

0*1728 

0*3748 

0*28 

1,08 * 

*"%ale 

Teachers {Female 

25 

25 

8*01' 

8*00 

6*9868 

0,7287 

1*8 

*098 


♦ Between combined groups of Into mediate and Postgraduate 
student at *F» * 1,24, H* » 2*34*" 


78# postgraduates were found favourable ae against *2*5$ 
intermediate etudents* (See Fig* «)* 

3* Students and Teachers t Because the education level of teachers 


is often higher than that of the students, these two groups 
were compared* Since 't* value recorded in Table 8 i*' 
significant, the 1 mean seem for teaser# oia be,'reeled Its 
mere favourable than that for the students# Tils 
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by the fact that 77*3# teachers art favourable to abolition 

of untouohability as against $2% students (See Fig* e). 

Presumably this confirms that education is positively related 

to favourable attitude for abolishing untouehabillty* 

fable 5 Wtan and Variance of Students 

and 'geao^ersr CT ”'''" r , ' n ' mri ' T: "' 

(Orban awTrural both eoabined) 


~ —— T 


■"tr. 1 .. 

T . I ~"" 11 .. 

"T-'ty f .. 

T~1£7 - 

Category of * 

Humber 

* Kaaa 

# Variance 

* test for 

* test for 

Beepondents 1 


* Scores 

« 

* variances 

* means 

* 


* 

» 

♦ 

» 

All students 

300 

8*64 

0*2936 







1*27 

2*63* 

All teachers 

73 

3*81 

0*3748 




«*#«•*» 


4* Urban Students and Teachers (Classified by gem ) i The Inter** 
mediate students* classified in two categories (as shown in 
Table clearly indicated no difference In attitudes due 


to their sex difference* The sex groups of teachers and 

Table 6 Humber end Percent of Students 

T 's^ :i ^^c¥eFi » ,nr ' n 
(According 1 "to iW’scorea} 



i # i .. ♦_ JL. ...... 


Intermediate Male IS 
Students 

Female IS 


87* S 
37*6 


saus 

63*5 


postgraduates were similarly compared* After testing the 
homogeneity ef variances* Sinee the W values as rtcerded 
in Table 4* are not significant* the mean score* of post- 
graduate students as veil a# ef teachers can be regards# 
as same for male mid female gveepsv 
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according to education of parent ! The reap 
dent* were classified according to education of the 
parents* the oases of Intermediate and B*A» being eery 
few were ooabined Into one group (Bee fable 7}* 

fable 7 ^ Mean and Varia&oe of Persons ! 

" I " —rr " ir '' *** m * !'■ ■.■'.rrnirrtn.rnrn: *«tm vt - tmm |! 

(Classified by Education of Parents) 







.. 

Respondents* * 

Humber 

1 Mean 

> 

Variance 

1 *P f max 

Parental 1 


1 Scores 

i 


i 

Education 1 


t 

c 


i 

i 


t 

* 


• 

Postgraduate 

27 

8.87 


•1351 


B*A»and Inter 

88 

8*60 


*4338 


Matriculates 

48 

8,74 


* @081* 

3* 63 

Non-Matrice 

48 

8*88 


.4881 


Illiterate 

36 

8*43 

mm 

*4907 



***** 


fhe analysis of variance test for these fire groups 
(See fable 8) shored a significant war lance ratio* 
the rank order eorrelatloa (R * 0*9) wealed a very 
high positive eorrelation between the mean soorea 
and the education of the parents*- this is In con* 
finally with the fact that TM$ respondents with 
postgraduate parents were favourable as against 
48*8$ with literate (»on*Matrie) parents (See Pig* 8)* 
Thus* education of parent is positively related to 
the attitude of their children* 
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Table g Analysis of Variance of 

fee*** ",^Fgapsons t ci^sif led 
§ iSwmoa oi Patents* 


." ■ ■ ■ ! .1--— r . . . 

Source of 1 Sum of * Degrees of* Mean 1 Variance 
variation * squares J freedom J Square J Ratio 


Between dif¬ 
ferent edu¬ 
cation groups 5*33 4 1*335 3*4* 

Error 69*01 177 0*389 


Total 74*34 181 


6 * Persona* according to occupation of parent ! The 

respondents were classified in two categories and the 
X®-teat was applied as shown in Table 10* Since the 
computed value of X® (a 16*19**) is significant* the 
mean scores for different occupational groups can he 
regarded as different* 

Table 19 Mean and Variance of Persons 

fClassified by Occupation of Parents) 


Respondents 

1 - 

* Number 

f 

t 

"T"* . ,iM r . if "~ 

* Mean * Variance 

* score 1 

* * 

.... 

* F# Kan 

t 

$ 

labourers 16 

Teachers IS 

Service-man 59 

Doctorsy Engine¬ 
ers and lawyers SO 

Business-man 33 

Cultivators 49 

Priests II 

5*88 *4143 
5.80 *0980 
5*76 *3805 

5*75 *1608 
5*65 *3856 
0*49 *5657 
5*97 *9179 

3.76* 

The easts W fee® tor** Bufiaeirsand lawysri htttts 
ttw few are eeato&fesd info mm greets* 




/ V ^ f 





Table 10 Observed and Bagaeted Frepyancy of 
Personal Classified by oooupatloir 
, or Parents ^According io 5e«*sT 


T 


1 1 71 " n " L .■ " TT "'" ,l " ' » r ..ifotai 

Scores# 1 ‘tort *ness- , & f aon *urers *ers *sd Fre 


t 

». 


'men 


jOthers 


i 


quenoy 


Above 5*8 2 24 22 14 33 10 13 

point (6*68) 09*63) (20) <12*1) (31*5) (7*26) (10*9) 118 

Not above 9 28 U 6 19 2 8 

8.5 point (4*34) (19.38) (13) (7*9) (20.5) e4.7) (7.1) 77 

ToSsT " ;r ".' " '.V" liml,T,rrri IX ' rni " r ■nM'.-n 1 '. '" 'nimr" -mi ~ r 

Observed U 49 38 20 52 12 IS 195 

Frequenoy 

Figures In the brackets Indicate expected Frequencies* 

X® * 16.19** with 6 degrees of freedom* 

Whereas* the analysis variance test (as shown in 
Table 11) revealed a variance ratio (»5.6l**) which 
is significant* Thus It Is quite apparent that the 
two tests lead to the same conclusion) that Is* m* 
onpatlon of the parent 1# positively related to the 
attitude of their children. 

Table Analys is of Variance of Scores of Persons * 
tjiassified by tha heoupail^'W'flarsnil **'" 


Source of 
Variation 

T , ~~ 

* Sum of 
Squares 

t"* 1 .-T'.. r mm .. . .. 

' Degrees * Hsan 1 Variance 

* of Frse* * Square * Ratio 

* doa ; * * 

between different 
forest os* 
oupational 
groups 124*04 

r 

6 30*57 

5*51** 

’ful ULau*Lu* 

error 

55*07 

188 Of3813 

l / ' •> Y , ( 4- v *■'1 

Xatil .. 


.m. 

.,<&>■ /S 2 uj 
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I&SSSS& accord le g to casta i Oasteism is said to be 
ft feature of graded untoucbability* in that even many 
oaete the respondents are classified according to 
caste in 6 groups (See Table 12). On the application 
of analysis of variance test, (See Table 13) t the va¬ 
riance ratio revealed significant* result* Implying 

i 

thereby that attitude towards untouchabllity Is in¬ 
dependent of caste. 

Table 12 Mean and Variance of Persona * 
ffiassifled £y 'Baste .' 



T.... 



‘7. 

"T*" . u "*" 

Respondents 

* Humber 

« 

Kean Scores 

* Variance 

* F Max 

t* 

t 


t* 

♦ 

Untouch¬ 

ables 

23 


3. 85 

*3140 

1.8 

Kayastha 

20 


5.82 

*3429 


Khattri 

24 


5.71 

*3954 


Vaishya 

45 


5*8? 

*3847 


Brahmins 

104 


8*88 

•8530 


lata 

15 


8.85 

*3080 



Table 13 Analysis ©f Variance of Score# for 


Persons. Classified by the Basts# 







Source of Variance 

i 

* 111 " ’ 

* Sum of 

* Squares 

t 

i 1 

" 1 ‘ ini " ’ ' " 

f Degrees 

1 of Free* 
* 

» 

"f" 1 " 

* Keen 

J 'Square 

t 

i JJ ■ 1 1 

’Variance 

♦Batio 

# 

* 

Between different 
caste-groups- 

3*97 

3 

0*794 

1*8 

Brror 

93*78 

398 

. 

0.48? 


7otal 

*T®SW~ 
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Contrary to this result the higher percentage of 
untanohablts tea shown in Fig* 6) as compared to that 
of the Brahmins may ho attributed to two factors* 
great inequality of the samplea> Ho*, 104 Brahmins 
as compared to 23 untouchables* and self amelioration 
of untouchables 1 own unprivileged position In the 
society* 

8 . Persona according to residence in rural and/or urban 
areas * Obviously* untouchability appears to persist 
mors in rural areas than In cities* Therefore* the 
respondents are classified by their residence* She 
previous residence of more than 8 months has been con¬ 
sidered* Bo such period is considered in the case of 
present residence* The data have been grouped* accord¬ 
ing to the present and previous residence* 
a* Present residence (urban and rural areas )*- 
(X) Intermediate students *** 

Since the *t* value (*8*83*) a* recorded in 

Table 14 is significant* the mean score for the 

urban group can be regarded as more favourable 

than that for the rural group* 

Table 14 Wea n and Variance of Persona* Classified 
BY Present'Resjdenoe^ ■ 


Category of 
Respondents 


Intermediate 

Students 

Teachers 


■ — r if f .ri|i— 

jg* 

%V9* baton* 


bis f 


f 

* 


iehe 

L *res, 


90 4*01 0,5155 25 5*44 0*1X05 8*T8* %* 


■ f i 
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W) leaohers (flale )i The respondents were classified 
in two categories to apply the X^test («$ shown 
in Table IS)* The evidence based on the computed 
Value <* 12#8**) suggests that the mean score 
for the urban group reveals more favourable at* 
tltude than for the rural group# In other words 
the residence in urban area is positively related 
to a more favourable attitude than that of the 
residence in rural area# this fact is also 
supported by the modified f t» test* since the 
computed value of *t? (« 3»?5*> is also significant* 

fable 18 Observed and Expected Frequency of Persons # 
biassifle^ by present" residence 'l accord'jng 

feiaamV* 


Category of persons 
with scores 

"'#... 

* Urban 

1 Teacher 

* 

■’■i.— 

* Rural 

* Teacher 

t 

T™ — r 

* Total observed 
J Frequency 

Above s#s point 

aocif) 

14(17) 

m 

not above 8*8 point 

8 C 8) 

U< 8) 

16 

fetal observed 




Frequency* 

m 

88 

SO 


Figures in the brackets Indicate Expected Frequencies 
X s8 m 18*8** vith 1 degree of freedom 

■*#♦#** 


b# Previous residence (urban and/or rural areas )I 

the reason for classifying respondents by their 
previous residence Is based on the assumption 
that attitudes are formed and developed, through 
social and cultural forces# And so thf previous 
residence in m area''aw# hive some-radation-oi^l 

9 




8 ? 


attitude, that are held even afterwards* 

faKle 16 Mean sad Variance of Persons* Classified 
' By Previous Residence. " r 111 ■ 


. r]r " t ' :i 1 1 rr r ' J • ■" , r" ,, nirr-n J .-j 1 

vsss jieiwgidBftaa ^ftasa gs* 


*Seore 1 

t § 

* * 


# 

i 

* 


Retire 1 
4 I 

« I 


•vart- 'means 

•anee # 

» a 


68 9*4? #7271 267 9.76 0.2340 3.11* 2.67* 


lino* the variances were uaecualt the evidence 
based m the X a test (X s « 9.6*) as shorn in 
Table 17* contradicts that the mean scores for 
the two groups ere same* This is supported by 
the computed value (t « 2.67*) of modified *t* 
test (See Table 16)» 

*able 17 Ob^yyed^asd g^Pff?ted, gmmt 

Classified by previous Residence Caccording 

♦ . 11 1 ' r . "" fr " ' "' . ' 1 " 


.. T ..*».... 

O«tofewy of 'ParsonA .With Ebomi 

* Total observed 
.. f frecueneles* 

Respondents 'Above 8*5»Rot above 

4 ft 

TO* 

9 

Residing In 14# 

Urban Area <137) 

(TO) 

007 

Residing in 37 

Rural Area (48) 

SI 

(33) 

83 

Total observed 

frequencies* 102 

03 

275 


Figures in the bracket* indicate Ixpeeted frequencies. 
X* m 9.6* 1 degree of freedom. 


Bence both the tests lead to the semi 
conclusion* the previous residence in urban areas 
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£ft related to more favourable attitude than the 
previous residence la rural area* 

*» travelled and Boa-travelled Groups t The educational 
significance of travel can hardly be denied* in that, 
one tends to know and adopt with the environmental 
ehanges which may affect ones attitude towards the 
issue* The groups of teachers and students were 
analysed* Since the computed value <» 18*8**} 
of X® la significant (as shown In Table 18), the 
mean score (See Table 18) for tha travelled students 
can be regarded as significantly higher than that for 
the non-travelled group* This result is also supported 
by the value of *t* (» 8*44*) f computed by the modi* 
fled f t f test (See Table 18)« Contrary to this result* 
Table 18 Mean and Variance of Students and Teachers 


mirjjf-fr 


,11 ' ,T ’''" J ' n travelled " ~ m 1 '* M(»-*travelled ' 

Category of » „ . w 9mak^ -L—,-!*•* 

respondents dumber*Mean •Variance^Ua-’Meatt ♦Variance* *P* ’fi- * 


Scores 1 
* 

t 
* 
* 
i 


•bar ♦Scores 1 

* * * 

i i t 

i « t 

* i t 

» t i 


•Test *ed 1 

•for ••t* 1 

•var* *te»t 1 
♦laa** 1 

*co * ; 

( I I 


Students 

Teachers 


98 3*76 1*117 104 8*46 0*337 3 * 3 * 2 * 44 * 18 * 8 * 

47 8*809 0*463 23 3*93 0*5389 1*16 1.66 0*29 

■ .„ . . . . . .... 

**#*♦ r 


the mean scores are same for -the tiro groups of teachers, 
since the value of X® (• 8*39) as recorded in Table 38 
Is not significant* This is in ooafirmlty with the 







Table 19 Observed and Expected Frequency of Stude nts t 
fliaasl^led by Travel dcbording io the 


Category of 
Students 



l o t all 

observed 

frequencies 


Travelled 

group 

78 (58.8) 

34 (37.9) 

96 

Hon*»travelled 

group 

48 (82.9) 

S3 (41.8) 

104 


Total observed 

frequencies 121 79 300 


Figures in the brackets Indicate Expected frequencies 
X s m 15*8** with 1 degree of freedom* 

•*#•**► 

modified *t* testy according to which the computed 

value of *t* (» 1*56) is hot significant (Bee Table 18) 

fable SO Observed and Expected Frequency of Teaehars y 
^lassTICTW^^ 


Category of 
Teachers 


T Te!aT 


V 
f 

m 
« 


observed 


Mmmjttifo ---- 

hove 5*8 * Hot above 8*5 * frequencies 


Travelled 
g roup 

38 (38.2) 

j» < io * 7) 

47 


Hon-tratflled 

group 

83 (21.7) 

6 i 6*8) 

88 


Total observed 
frequencies 

88 

17 

78 



Figures in brackets indicate the Expected 
X* * 0#89with 1 degree of freedom 
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Thus| neither the X2 tests nor the *t* tests show 
significant results* The offset of travel on the 
students and toe teaoher is revealed la opposite 
direction* which Is apparently clear from the date 
(Bee fable 18}* On the basis of these contradictory 
evidences* attitude towards untouohabllity appears 
to be Independent of travel* 


bate gathered from Delhi (testing the Effectiveness 

~. of '$he irMi ). 

Xhe second part of this study concerns with the testing 
of two Hindi films* "Harijan* (Children of Qod) f and 
*8aya BamaJ* (towards a better Society)* these films ef 
the Ministry of Information and Broadcast m% meant for 
toe adult groups of schools and colleges* these films 
apeof to miaubus and Us minutes ere generally used In 
campaigns for eradicating untouohabllity* *Hari4an** 
deals with the state of Harljans In toe old days* It 
depicts the efforts ef Mahatma Gandhi for removing 
untouohabllity* *Haya Samaj** depicts the rural cuetome 
and orthodox ways which are * barriers towards educational 
progress and building of a hotter nation?* 

The subjects for tola study belong to a group of Delhi 
students (Bee fable 1)* Two tests* a pre-test and a post* 
test, were given by means ef respectively first and «dM 
forms of the scale after gaps ef 8 days to between tot tost 

eg#e *mms* under Bibliography for further details* 
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and the film-shows# Oat of 48 students, only 38 were present 
on all occasions* The subjects vena not given any prior ' 
Information about the fllm-shova and the post-test while 
collecting the data (See Table 21)* 


table 21 Mean and Variance of Delhi Students 



sftssr f iajwag < : z? :&r 

* * Boor# * * Vartan- * mesne 

t * * i c#s * 

it« it 


Pro test 28 S*«2 *8302 

1*04 1*28* 

Poet test 28 8*70 *8822 


«**«>* *» 


the data related to the same individuals and so in 
of l^ie 

place/usual teat for the homogeneity* of variances a 


special formula* Ct * 


) was applied, 


a»l *371 * r» 

according to which the variances were observed to be 

homogeneous* tor testing the eauality of mean scores of 

the two tests, the value of *8* (m 1*28) was computed by* 

the formula* * ( i » J8& . 5 and a two-tailed 

H»DB * (*55* 


test was applied* 

According to the findings of the present study, the 
films shewed no significant affect (In cither direction)* 


Also, a X® test was applied, based on the formula* 

( X? m $k Sjjjl with 1 degree of freedom), for testing 
bed 

the hypothesis that proportion of unfavourable attitude 



4p# Git*, Bsleh M* Wdfcer and Joseph lev, Vfe 







oa tli# pretest ia equal to that of the post-test* In th# 
formula t *b # represents the number of persons unfavourable 
on th® pre-test but not on the post-test* and *s * represent 
th® number of persons unfavourable on the post-test but 
not on the pre-test* The evidence based on th* computed 

value (X® m 0*7?) suggests that the mean scores of th® 

* 

two tests are not significantly different* That is* the 
increase In the prejudice (unfavourable attitude) from 
Hi {«* 0*30) to m (* 0*32) is not a significant one s and 
so It can be attributed to chance* Thus based on the evi¬ 
dence of both *4* and X a ~test 3 , this study has shown no 
effect (in either direction) of the films on th® attitudes 
of students towards untouchabillty* 

Analysis of rree-Besponses Showing Advantages 
Olsad^^ 

I 

To determine the basis of the professed attitudes} 
th® causes of untouchability were explored in th# form 
of advantages and/or disadvantages of retaining and/or 
abolishing it# 

the advantages of its abolition '. are attributed to 
tta notional md social progress* equality*, unity* co¬ 
operation and so on) the disadvantage of retaining it 

i - » 

were attributed to the national backwardness* social 
conflict#} capitalistic pattern of society and prejudices 
of the so-called upper castes# On the other hand# th# 
advantages of retaining it revealed dirty contacts tad 
habits* fear of catching diseases} less of regards i» 
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Brahmins and eross-breeda# Again* among tha disadvantages 
of abolishing it* are the dangers of easte»amalgiim«tlen* 
shortage of person for the scavenging and eareessing dobs# 
fhu«| these responge® show different trends of the 
belief •'systems. 

******* 




▼ smmim or study 


Broadly speaking* anything that influences a persona 
thoughts* beliefs* behaviour and environment nay probably 
offset his attitude towards untouchabillty# Some of 
these aspects are undoubtedly evident In the present 
Investigation* 

A* Conclusions * The analysis and interpretation of the 
data have led to the following conclusions* 

1* There are certain factors which are positively 
related to the attitude for abolishing untouoha- 
bUity. Education level* residence in urban area* 
and education level and occupational status of the 
parent are among these factors# The higher is 
the education-level* more favourable is the at¬ 
titude of the person for abolishing untouohability* 
The exception of the labourers in the occupational 
group may be attributed to the inclusion of the 
unequal sample site and also the desire for the 
amelioration of untouchables themselves* 

8# On the other hand* sex and caste variables do 
not affect the attitude of the educated people 
towards the issue* most probably due to the 
predominant influence of the education# 

Inception to this is the more favourable attt* 
tude of the untouchables as compared be the 
Brahmins* 1 this may be attributed to Jliibei*' ‘ 
mentioned in paragraph 1 'for the occupational. 
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3 * 


4 » 


8 # 


freup of labourers* 

A* regards the effect of travel out of ir«P.* the 
contradictory findings of students and teachers 
lead to conclude that attitude of educated people 
towards untouohability Is probably Independent 
of travel* 

As for the films* "Hart Jan* and "Raya Saoaj"* 
the effect of films on attitude towards un* 
teachability la not observed In the present 
study* this may be due to the smallness of the 
sample* Besides it may be stated that "Harilan* 
empasises the historical part of evil treatment 
to untouchables by the older generation} and 
*»aya Saxaai* Involves an Intercast* marriage 
against the parent *s wish* These approaches 
are probably not positively effective in changing 
the attitude and making them more favourable f# 
the abolition of untouohability* 


The advantages and/or disadvantages of retaining 
and/or abolishing untouohability reveal the belief 
systems of the respondents* The factors favouring 
to abolition are* national and social progross* 
tonality* unity* disappearance of conflicts* pro* 
jttdlees* and falsa superiority* Whemea®, the 
factors againt the abolition are* dirty contact® 


fear of catching diseases* loss of regard* to 
Brahmins* cross-breeds* capitalism and si 





«ugr 

op 


1* limitation of the study * She study involves several 
limitations! 

X* the findings are based m the attitudes so*professed 
towards tbe issue# Shis way or may not really 
correspond to thoir actions* Within* the tint 
at the disposal of the Investigator* it was 
practically Impossible to compare the verbally 
expressed attitude* with their corresponding actions* 
3* The study is limited to the educated people* and 
that too* only students and teachers of certain 
colleges of Mathura and a Delhi school# Uneducated 
people could not bo comparatively studied by the 
research tod# 

3* Moreover* the subjects did not include persons 
Of a larger age~ratige* Since a person's attitude 
may change with the flames of independence and 
declaration of equal human rights* older persons 
with conservative attitude of the pre<*independonee 
days were almost lacking in the sample* 

4» It is Just possible* that some persons might have 
misunderstood or misointsrpreted the text of 
the research tod leading to the result* different 
from actual attitudes# 

$« The subjects of the present study wars all Hindi 
speaking people* thus excluding ethers net baodiig 
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6# Despite the complete anonymity* the prohibitive 

atmosphere of legislative measures, might have prevsatwu 

free expression of the actual attitudes* 

7* Again* the assumption that the attitude of any 
object can be measured by a testing device le 
nothing but a misconception** 

C* Suggestions for further study < Attitude towards un« 
touohability may be studied from different angles* 

1* It may be studied caste-vise* class-vise* age-vise* 
profession-vise* area-vise* state-vise sex-visa 
and sc on* 

* 

3* different technique* may be developed to suit 

♦ 

the various characteristics of the problems* 
and then* findings may be confirmed by one an¬ 
other* the disguised projective technique may 
be devised to study the problem without awareness 
of the persons themselves* 

3* On the application side* the progress of the various 
snti-untouehabUity campaigns may be gauged by the 
appropriate tools; and in the event of slow progress* 
relevant suggestions may be made* 

4* The study may be confined to investigate only the 
censes of retaining untouchabUlty* so that special 
efforts to eliminate them may be made* 
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H* this problem may be studied in the light of social 
and cultural norms of a particular state, area, 
caste, or religious faith and so on* 

6* Besides, study may be carried out to investigate 
untouchables* over-submiseiveness and lack of 
enthusiasm to improve their depressed and 
suppressed conditions* 

D* Summary * Although, untouchability has been abolished 
toy law, a discrepancy Is occasionally observed between 
the law and practices* In order to study this, a plan 
was made to prepare an Untouchability Attitude Inventory*, 
which included two alternate forms of attitude scale, a 
eelf»rating technique and a few questions* Reliability 
of the scale was found to toe 0*70* 

the subjects represented 800 students and 75 
teachers of several colleges of Hathura, besides 3*5 
students of a Delhi school, The data were classified 
according to education, sen, caste, travel, education 
and occupation of parents, and present and previews 
residence in rural and/or urban areas# 

The inf arenas s drawn from statistical analysis 
refer to favourableness of attitude of educated people 


towards untouchability* the findings have revealed 
that education and urban residence are both positively 


related to attitude for abolition* Even educatieft and 
occupation of parents are ala* positively related to 
attitudes of their children tot abolishing 




Oa the contrary* attitude towards abolishing un- 
touohability la independent of sex and oast* factors* 
Again* the study has shown no effect of the films* 
*Harl3aa* and *Haya Sama4* on the attitude towards 
the Issue* 

Attitude-study towards untouchability is a complex 
problem of multi-dimensional nature* It may be studied 
from the viewpoints of both academic and notional 
interests* 
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3« Sdvards, A»L*« and Kilpatrick* F.P* # *A tcchnlqac 
for construction of attitude scales** 
ixJmJ&atoSk*t 1^48* 38, PF*374-384 
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*»«•« SawJ* (ftw»rd» « »»*** Baglyty) j 

1$ in, a* (Hindi)| IS minutest Black and vhlte* Suitable 
for students $t schools and colleges, Bocumcntaiy ; 
f limit Films Blirisiottf Hinistry of Inforrnation end 
Broadcastingt Government of India* 
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